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'Twas Philip 4 who this war did bring
And Henry who was England's king,
He of the lineage so fair.
Wise, worthy, prudent, debonair,
Good father of that youthful king5
Who did such mighty tourneying,
Father of Richard, the well-skilled,
With wisdom and good judgment filled,
And of Geoffrey of Brittany,6
A youth of worth and dignity,                                            *oo
Father of John, Lackland by name,
From whom great war and trouble came.
The king who had such family
And knew himself so rich to be
Could very well a war sustain,
If one to war on him were fain;
Had he done as they did exhort,
As if to people of such sort . . .
The two kings then were in discord
And none could bring them to accord,                                   * *o
Until God led them to the truce
That had such very worthy use.
THE CONFERENCE AT  GISORS
It was between Gisors and Trie,7
In a fair meadow broad and free.
4 Philip II Augustus, king of France, 1179-12x3.
5 Henry, "the young king," was crowned during- his father's lifetime, but died in
1183.
6 Geoffrey of Brittany (1x58-86) was the third son of Henry II and Eleanor. He
was betrothed to Constance, daughter of Conon of Brittany, and was recognized by
Conon as his heir in 1166, although the marriage did not take place until xx8u Geof-
frey joined his brothers, Henry and Richard, in some of their rebellions against their
father, but was more often opposed to Richard than with him. His son Arthur was the
claimant to the English throne against John in 1199 (Dictionary of National Biog~
ra^XXI, 136).
7 The conference held on the border of France and Normandy, between Gisors and
Trie, occurred on January 21, it88 (Gesta, II, 29). The chief matters of agenda were
the interminable question of the possession of Gisors, a constant bone of contention
between the Capetians and the Plantagenets, and the discussion of the marriage of